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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Einar and Jamex De La Torre: Folkloric Acid: Blown Glass and Mixed Media Sculpture
Exhibition Dates: October 22, 2005- December 23, 2005

Reception for the Artist: Saturday, October 22, 2005, 6:00 - 8:00 PM

Artist Talk: Saturday, October 22, 2005, 5:00 -6:00 PM

Gallery Hours: Tuesday-Friday: 10:00am - 5:30pm, Saturday: 11:00am - 5:30pm 
Public Contact: 310-657-9843

Koplin Del Rio Gallery is pleased to announce Folkloric Acid, an exhibition featuring blown glass and mixed media works of Einar and Jamex De La Torre in their debut show at the gallery.

The title for the show, “Folkloric Acid” originates from the synthesis of the corrosive chemical compound of hydrochloric acid and the word folk. A pairing which aptly infuses the explosive contemporary edge of their work with an appreciation for the traditional iconography of their rich Mexican ancestry.  Growing up in Guadalajara, Mexico, the de la Torre’s home life instilled them with a deep-seeded appreciation of Mexican arts and crafts. This sentiment remained with the artists as they experienced their adolescence and higher education across the Southern California border. Such environmental diversity helped keep them attuned and functioned as a bridge between a vast visual culture of modern and ancient Mexico, to the consumerist frenzy and contemporary art movements in the United States.

As masters of the rare and specialized technique of glass blowing, the de la Torre brothers are in a league of their own. They make use of the permanence and malleability of glass in its pure form to bind together various components of their compelling work. As contemporary artists they draw on elements of material Western culture, evident in the many found objects collaged onto the sculptures.   Discarded liquor bottles and matchbox cars create a striking contrast to the stylized Mayan and Aztec artifacts, juxtaposed with Catholic references. This additive process creates endless layers of meaning in the work, providing a neo-baroque cornucopia for the viewer. 

Titles for the wall, free standing and tabletop sculptures are as much a synthesis of ideas as the actual art. The phrasing is a patchwork of mythology, language, religion and contemporary reference. Their intent is to clue the viewer into the possible avenues of consideration, without necessarily drawing concrete conclusions.

The de la Torre brothers constantly reinvent cultural identity, ideas and themselves in their collaboration. According to Einar, each artist brings a complementing skill to every piece:

“I think there is a cumulative effect when we work together. I tend to do more of the shrine type work. My brother comes from a more figurative background.”

Einar and Jamex de la Torre were born in Guadalajara, Mexico in 1960 and 1963 respectively. Einar and  Jamex both studied at California State University at Long Beach and taught at the prestigious Pilchuck Glass School in Stanwood, Washington. The Brother’s works are in numerous public and private collections and have been exhibited around the world at venues including: The Museum of Glass: International Center for Contemporary Art in Tacoma, WA, California State University In Fullerton, Los Angeles, the Carnegie Art Museum in Oxnard, CA, the Los Angeles Museum of Art, The Museum of Contemporary Art in San Diego. They are currently showing and lecturing at the Fifth Biennale do Mercosul in Porto Alegre Brazil.

For further information or photos, please contact Eleana Del Rio at (310) 657-9843.
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